
Year 11 English work for website – Week 9 

 

This month marks the 80
th

 anniversary of Dunkirk.  Between 26
th

 May and 4
th

 June 1940, Britain evacuated 
338,226 men from the coast of France in a place called Dunkirk after Allied troops were cut off and 
surrounded by Nazi German soldiers. 

The event is generally perceived as a disaster for Britain in the early years of the Second World War 
because of the huge numbers of people that had to escape and retreat from France, allowing Germany to 
take control.  

At this point in the War, the USA was not yet involved in the fighting.  

Over 800 boats helped to evacuate the British soldiers including the Coronia and The Regal Lady from 
Scarborough.  You can still see these in the harbour today!  The Regal Lady is being converted into a 
museum to celebrate its role in the war.  Following Dunkirk, the Prime Minister Winston Churchill gave a 
now famous speech. You can find this speech on page 2 along with lots of notes explaining why it is such a 
great speech. 

 

You are going to pretend that you are the Prime Minister of the UK in 1940!  You are going to write a 
short speech to inspire the people of Britain that they can and will succeed despite the 
problems of Dunkirk.  

Purpose: Inspire and persuade 

Audience: The people of Great Britain 

Form: A persuasive speech. 

 

Key words to use 

Britain 

Hope 

Future 

Determination 

Strength 

Unity 

Honour 

Diligence 

Allies 

 

Not sure how to start? 

 We stand here today on the brink of history. Why? Because…  
 

Good luck! I look forward to reading your speeches! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


